
[image: image1.png]


 

Student Job Opportunity: Wildlife Education, Glacier National Park, Summer 2007
Glacier National Park is now recruiting for an undergraduate or graduate student from a college or university within the Rocky Mountains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (RM-CESU) to prepare an interpretive notebook on Threatened and Endangered (T&E) species within the park.  This is an 8-12 week position, located within Glacier National Park.
Objective:  A great deal is known about the natural and cultural history of Glacier National Park, but interpreters (especially first-year interpreters) often do not have time to learn about Glacier’s resources  in depth before they begin performing their jobs, which includes leading people on hikes in the park and giving evening programs.  In training at the beginning of the peak visitor season, the interpreters are given information about a large number of resource issues and projects in oral presentations given by experts.  They are also taught interpretive skills.  However, they do not have an easy-to-read resource to use throughout the season that helps them refresh their memories and leads them to additional resources.  Through this project, the student will prepare an interpretive notebook on the subject of Glacier’s threatened and endangered species, which will be used by the park in the training of park interpreters.  

Proposed scope of work:  The T&E interpretive notebook will include a chapter about each species (gray wolf = endangered, Bald Eagle = threatened, bull trout = threatened, Canada lynx = threatened, and grizzly bear = threatened), and will highlight current resource management issues about each species and the latest research projects on these species.  It will be the primary responsibility of the student to create this notebook.  S/he will be advised about content by species’ experts and the park’s resource specialists.  The student will interview the experts for each species in order to obtain key literature and the expert’s opinion about salient points.  Once a section is written, the appropriate expert will review that chapter.  Species’ experts include: Dan Pletscher (University of Montana) and Diane Boyd (independent consultant) for gray wolf; Riley and Pat McClelland (retired Glacier National Park) and Steve Gniadek (Glacier National Park) for Bald Eagle; Wayne Fredenberg (US Fish and Wildlife Service) for bull trout; Scott Mills (University of Montana), John Squires (US Forest Service), and Kevin McKelvey (US Forest Service) for Canada lynx; and Kate Kendall (US Geological Service), Chris Servheen (US Fish and Wildlife Service), and John Waller (Glacier National Park) for grizzly bears.  The student will gather all of the materials (publications, maps, and photos), create summaries of salient points, and assemble them into a notebook.
Deadline for applications: March 9, 2007.
For more information, contact: Dr. Sallie Hejl, 406-888-7863; Sallie_Hejl@nps.gov 
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